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Legislators work to outlaw synthetic drugs
“Fake pot” is drawing attention 

from state legislators, including Rep. 
Bill Hixon, who confirmed his sup-
port this week for House Bill 3793 
– a measure described as “addressing 
synthetic marijuana and other syn-
thetic drugs.”

One of Hixon’s recent updates 
offers an explanation, noting that the 
legislation “adds numerous materi-
als, chemical compounds, mixtures 

and preparations, 
including those 
commonly known 
as bath salts, spice 
and K2 to the list 
of Schedule I con-
trolled substances, 
which are unlawful 
for members of the 
general public to 
purchase, sell, dis-

tribute, manufacture or possess.”
A convenience store in Belvedere 

was described as having offered the 
drug for sale several months ago. An 

investigator with the North Augusta 
Department of Public Safety, how-
ever, noted that it is apparently no 
longer available there. The drug has 
been banned in 38 states, he added.

Hixon noted that the legislation, 
which has passed the House and is 
now before the Senate, addresses doz-
ens of chemicals which can be used 
to produce effects similar to those of 
marijuana. 

He said concern about bath salts 
being abused arose after a couple of 
incidents in Anderson.

“Somebody came up with the wild 

idea of smoking this stuff. It actually 
killed a few people, and when drug 
addicts are out there, they’ll grab 
for anything they can to give them a 
buzz. Bath salts were legal, so they 
were buying it and smoking it.”

Some federal laws were passed to 
restrict the substances, Hixon said, 
adding, “We wanted to take the lead 
in the state and have our own state 
laws. Most people would rather live 
by state laws than federal laws.”

One of the goals, he said, is to pro-
vide more tools for law enforcement 
to use in fighting substance abuse.

The investigator from North 
Augusta noted that bath salts can 
mimic cocaine in causing agitation, 
paranoia and hallucinations. They 
could definitely impair ability to drive 
safely, and the State Law Enforce-
ment Division now has a system in 
place to test for such substances, he 
added.

He recalled an encounter with a 
man who was standing in the middle 
of US 1, near the Fifth Street bridge. 
The bath-salt user was suffering from 
paranoia and chest pains and was 
“freaking out,” he said.

By BILL BENGTSON
bbengtson@northaugustastar.com

Riverview 
continues 
improving 
its facility

Several weeks of work still lie 
ahead, but Riverview Park’s renova-
tion has reached more milestones over 
the past few days, and hopes are for 
work to be complete by late April, 
possibly allowing North Augusta 
High School’s baseball and softball 
programs to take full advantage of the 
improvements.

The Yellow Jackets’ baseball squad 
is in action with a newly renovated 
infield, and the girls are practicing on 
an entirely new field, on turf formerly 
occupied by playground equipment.

The softball field’s features include 
the flexibility to vary the outfield 
depth from 200 to 225 feet, by way of 
a removable fence that was put back 
into place Monday afternoon, having 
been flattened by Friday’s high winds.

By BILL BENGTSON
bbengtson@northaugustastar.com

Residents share rare February birthday
Wednesday was a date on the cal-

endar that only occurs once every four 
years. Feb. 29 has been known as “leap 
day” since the Gregorian calendar 
came into existence. 

And because there is an extra day 
in the years divisible by four, there is a 
select group of folks who can only cel-
ebrate their birthdays on the day they 
were born every four years.

Locally, at least two people fall into 

that category.
Stephen Posey turned “sweet 16” on 

Wednesday, having been born on Feb. 

29, 1948, while Cameron Coughenour 
is a mere 5 years old, since his birthday 
is Feb. 29, 1992.

Having such a birthday gives rise to 
special celebrations when Feb. 29 does 
roll around.

When Posey officially became a 
teenager in 2000, his family went all 
out – never mind the fact that he was 
chronologically 52. And this year, how 
could they pass up the opportunity for a 
traditional Sweet 16 party – but with an 
obvious twist.

Daughter Liz Posey said they were 

able to completely surprise her dad 
by sending him on a plausible errand. 
“My mom (Nancy) sent my dad and 
my husband over to Target to pick up 
diapers,” she said. 

Posey apparently thought they were 
settling in for a home-cooked family 
dinner with all their children and grand-
children – Walker; Melissa and her hus-
band, Rob, and their children, Thayer 
and Vivi; and Liz with her husband, 
Rob, and 6-month-old daughter, Elle. 

By PHYLLIS BRITT
editor@northaugustastar.com

Martintown Road maintains 
most wrecks at intersections

North Augusta Department of 
Public Safety is well-known in 
the CSRA for being on top of 
things where traffic is concerned. 
The department is proactive 
with speeding, working to keep 
crashes from happening; how-
ever, when an accident occurs, 
the traffic officers make every 
effort to be there as quickly as 
possible.

Lt. Verne Sadler, in charge of 
the City’s traffic division has 
reported the stats from 2011 
with regard to the most danger-
ous intersections – intersections 
where drivers should be the most 
alert to the dangers.

Five different intersections on 
Martintown Road lead last year’s 
list. 

The No. 1 spot for accidents 
in 2011 was Martintown at Knox 
Avenue. There were eight wrecks 
there. This intersection is actu-
ally scheduled for reworking in 
the near future to make a true 
T-shaped intersection rather than 
the current Y-shaped intersec-
tion.

A close second in places to 
pay extra attention is Martintown 
at I-20, where seven crashes 
occurred last year, followed 
by Martintown at Carolina and 
Martintown at Georgia, with six 
crashes each to their credit. 

Last year four accidents 
occurred at each of four intersec-
tions – Martintown at Atomic 
Road, Georgia Avenue at Five 
Notch Road, Georgia Avenue at 
Clifton Avenue, and Old Edge-
field at Atomic Road. 

There were three accidents 
at the corner of Knox and 
LeCompte avenues.

Sadler noted speed is often a 
factor in such crashes. 

He explained the speed limits 
are set by the state on all state-
maintained roadways, including 

most of the ones listed with the 
larger number of accidents. 

For example, despite its being 

five lanes in some place, down-
town Georgia Avenue has a 
speed limit of 30 mph.

By PHYLLIS BRITT
editor@northaugustastar.com

Photo by Bill Bengtson
A new baseball scoreboard was 
installed on Monday at Riverview 
Park.

Top 10 Worst 
Intersections in 
North Augusta
Intersections  Wrecks
1. Martintown/ Knox 8
2. Martintown/I-20 7
3. Martintown/Carolina 6
4. Martintown/Georgia 6
5. Martintown/Atomic 4 
6. Georgia /Five Notch 4
7. Georgia/Clifton 4
8. Georgia/Buena Vista  3 
9. Old Edgefield/Atomic 4 
10. Knox/ Lecompte 3
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